




(Weeks 3-5) Lo de Marcos, Nayarit Mexico 
It is a beach, Mexicans love the beach. The couple practice surfing and they love to spend time swaying in 
hammocks, the cabin need a outside space for this. The weather is hot always, so the couple need to the cabin 
will be comfortable. The couple intends be a safe cabin because they can visit in holidays but not every 
weekend, because is away from the city.  
-by Karina Esparza 

 

(Weeks 5-7) Bandung, Indonesia 
The couple wants to build a villa retreat in the suburbs of Bandung, Indonesia higher up by the mountains that 
they could visit during long weekends from where they live in Jakarta which is roughly about 2 hours away. 
They love the cooler weather there that they don’t get to experience back home so an outdoor space where 
they can enjoy the breeze is necessary. As an active family, they want to be able to have a space that 
accommodate the different activities they will be doing such as mountain biking and kayaking.  
-by Winston Henvio 

 

(Weeks 7-9) Moganshan, Zhejiang, China/ Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China 
Starting in 1978 with China’s economic “reform and opening up” China’s family unit has undergone a 
metamorphosis.  Driven by economic circumstances, typical large, multigenerational families living 
together under one roof have steadily declined.  Striving to achieve economically, many rural parents 
live in distant cities apart from their children and their families to significantly raise their earning 
potential.  In burgeoning urban areas, many parents work extended hours leaving home before their 
children wake and returning well after bed.  Many grandparents have become the primary caregiver for 
children.  275 million migrant workers reside and work in a distant city.  In Shanghai, in 2010, the 
government estimated 90% of children under 3 are raised by their grandparents.  Traditional rolls have 
rapidly needed to evolve to suit economic drivers. 

Design a rural oasis or an urban retreat in China.  Your clients are either migrant workers or middle class 
urban dwellers.  Set and describe your client’s lifestyle and family unit choosing the rural Moganshan or 
Hangzhou site.  Once every year your clients (young urban professionals or migrant workers) return to 
this retreat to celebrate lunar new year with their family.  This is the biggest holiday in China.  This 
retreat is a means for reconnecting with their family.  Grandparents, parents (your client), and 
grandchildren will use this space.  The retreat should be centered around the eating space with 
amenities that help reconnect the different generations that will be attending the lunar new year 
celebration. Research/documentation should include a summary of the family structure, socioeconomic 
summary, regional research summary, and a lunar new year summary. 

Suggested References 

 "Last Train Home" - POV 2011 by Lixin Fan 
 “Chinese New Year: The Biggest Celebration on Earth” – BBC  
 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/02/at-least-100000-chinese-new-year-

travellers-stuck-at-railway-station 
 http://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/09/in-china-its-the-grandparents-who-lean-

in/280097/ 
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METRICA LLC

BRIEF

Design of a modern cabin complex to be used as a weekend 
retreat for a group of  friends who are in professions related to 
design. 

The project must include 4 separate identical cabins distributed or 
connected to a larger common area. 

The cabins must have a comfortable sleeping space, storage, and 

an outdoor kitchenette and bathroom space.

The large common area should have a large kitchen, dining, living 

lockable storage lockers or closets should be provided in the 
main space for each of the cabins. The cabins should be able to 
work independently, and rented on Airbnb when not in use by the 
owners. 

All spaces must respond to the views of the lake, be sustainable 
and - in the words of Glenn Murcutt,  “touch the earth lightly”. 
Water collection tanks should be provided to collect enough 
rainwater to satisfy a typical weekend use, estimated at 50gallons 
per day per person. A covered parking shed for 4 vehicles should 
be provided away from main structure. A large storage for bikes, 
garden equipment, etc, should be provided next to the parking 
area. 

weeks 9 - 11
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Location

Located 55km from Colombia´s capital city,  
Bogotá in the municipality of Chocontá. The site 
has a waterfront connection to the El Sisga Lake.

Climate
Average Temperature: 15 ºC.
Altitude: 2700 AMSL
Humidity: 77%

Main activities
Camping, Fishing, Sailing, weekend retreats.
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